AN ADDRESS PRESENTED BY MR. BONIFACE ONYEBUCHI EGUZOUWA,
PRESIDENT/CEO OF THE NGWA NATIONAL ASSOCIATION USA ON APRIL
12 2014 AT HILTON HOTEL BY O’HIA CHICAGO AIRPORT DURING
NNAUSA JOINT EXECUTIVE AND NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
COURTSEY
Mr. Chairman, Innocent Nnayereugo Alozie, NNAUSA Executive Committee Members,
Honorable Council Members, NNAUSA Legal Adviser Chief C.C. Chikezie, Esq, His Royal
Highness Eze Okwandu, Titled Chiefs, NNAUSA respective Committees Chairmen, ladies and
gentlemen.
INTRODUCTION
I am delighted to see everyone here today, but deeply regret the looming absence of Elder Sunny
Anaba, who passed on in September, 2013, who we know would have been here today with us if
he was still alive. May his soul, and that of Late Andy Adiele rest in peace. Ndikanyi, it is a
blessing for me and a thing of great joy to share this day with you all here in Chicago, not just for
the reason for our gathering this weekend, but also because as you may know one of my sons
Engineer Divine Ikenna Onyebuchi Eguzouwa, reside here in Chicago following a job transfer
from Atlanta, Georgia. It is a thing of joy for my wife and I to be here for a dual purpose of our
council meeting and visiting our son.
APPRECIATION TO CHICAGO CHAPTER
Let me start with thanking President Sunny Nwankpa, Chief/Dr. Nwaehibe (NCR) and the
members of Chicago Chapter for hosting this joint National Council Meeting I thank especially,
NNAUSA members with whose mandate I speak to you today as the President of our beloved
association. Let me also on behalf of NNAUSA members appreciate some individuals from

Chicago who have continued to serve NNAUSA both locally and at the national level; Prince
Chima Udoku, former National President, Mr. Ishmael Nwangwa, former National President,
Supper Ultimate High Chief Eneogwe, former NNAUSA General Secretary, Mr. Silas Nwankpa
former NNAUSA Financial Secretary, Mrs. Joyce Onyenso former NNAUSA Treasurer,
Attorney Kevin Okebugwu former NNAUSA financial Secretary, Elder Sylvia Onyenso,
Chairman Elders Committee and Dr. Godson Obia NEOF Chairman. I want Chicago and you all
here present to know that NNAUSA truly appreciate your membership and contributions.
STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION
Honorable Council members, as you know our constitution requires me and I know that you
equally expect me to give you an update on the state of our Association today. I therefore have
the singular pleasure to inform you that NNAUSA is well, viable and stronger today than ever
before, both financially and in the pursuit of its goals and objectives.
2014 NATIONAL CONVENTION
As you are aware we successfully celebrated 25 years Silver Jubilee Anniversary about 7 months
ago at the last NNAUSA convention. We have also signed contract with Westin Hotel Irving,
Texas for our 2014 National Convention. Irving/Las Colinas is located in the heart of Dallas/Fort
Worth adjacent to DFW International Airport and Love Field Airport, making it an ideal location
for our convention this year. You may be delighted to know that not only are our members in
Dallas region ready to host us, but the hotel was fully booked in January for the first time in the
history of NNAUSA conventions. This strategy was adopted in order to enhance the success of
our conventions based on lessons learned. The National Executive Committee worked very hard
in ensuring that this process was completed ahead of time to avoid any eventuality. I also thank

some NNAUSA members who volunteered and continued to volunteer behind the scenes in
ensuring that we achieve success.
Furthermore, I am glad also to inform you that for the first time in the history of NNAUSA and
through the help of a member (our sister) who prefers not to be acknowledged publicly, we
negotiated an Olympic style contract and was able to attract the following benefits for NNAUSA
from Irving, Texas as host city of our 2014 National Convention:
1) Customized complimentary name badges and lanyards,
2) Irving Welcome bags, pens, maps and brochures on area attractions,
3) complementary registration personnel on the heaviest check in day to speed up the
registration process for us
4) Lead referrals local venders to help us with our event- ground transportation, off-site
venues etc -- $5 per room consumed room night to help us raise money and to offset
convention expenses. This means that NNAUSA will be paid $5 for each room night
multiplied by the number of rooms we occupy times the number of nights. For years we
have been paying others, it feels good to know that this year because of our hard work,
someone will be paying NNAUSA.
In an effort to continue to improve our National Convention experience, we have sent you a
written survey seeking your input and we are still waiting for your cooperation and inputs in this
matter.
VENTURES AND INNOVATIONS
Your NNAUSA Executive under my watch has identified a company that will give NNAUSA 40
foot container load of medical equipment that we will distribute to hospitals, clinics and health
centers in Ngwaland. I have directed the NNAUSA Medical Mission Committee to complete the

form and list all such equipment and supplies they feel that our people may be in need of and
return to the NNAUSA secretariat for immediate action. We have also identified different grant
sources to fund our NNAUSA projects. We called for grant clinic and submission of the grant
applications. I thank you Grant committee Chairman, Dr. Prince Emaka Uzoije, members of his
committee and all others who are helping in this effort.
On January 21, 2013 we visited the executive Governor of Abia State Chief, Sir. T.A. Orji and
requested two things on behalf of Ndingwa, first, solidarity and support for his declaration that
an Ukwa/Ngwa person will be the next Governor of Abia State come May 29, 2015 and
actualization of that promise and secondly, to request an allocation of a sizeable piece of land in
Aba for the building of a state of the art Ngwa Unity Complex. We can report that these two
aims were met successfully, realizing the need to include the home front in our effort to build
strong capacity in order to contribute to the alleviation of the sufferings of our people back
home, we also during that trip, met with the chairmen of the 7 local government areas and the
traditional rulers in Ngwaland. We equally met with many of our political leaders and intimated
them of the need to work together in unity towards ensuring that this opportunity for an Ngwa
man or woman to become a governor in 2015 does not elude us. The message was clear, Ngwa
land has suffered a lot and this is our time to come together and change our strategy in order to
achieve success. This visitation was commended by the home front including Chief Barrister
Theo N. Nkire, the coordinator of Ukwa/Ngwa Professionals.
I am fully aware that this trip has generated so many comments. In a democratic system such as
the one we practices here in NNAUSA, such comments are healthy and are welcomed always. I
must caution however that we do not allow our grievances to cloud our opportunities; for now

let’s continue to pray that come May 29th 2015 an Ngwa person will be sworned in as the next
Governor of Abia state.
POSITION PAPER ON THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Under my leadership and with your cooperation, NNAUSA executive has continued to
demonstrate a transparency in all aspects of our administration. On February 11, 2014 following
a general NNAUSA membership teleconference we articulated a researched based and holistic
position paper that attempted to address the needs of Ndingwa, Abia State, and Nigeria and
submitted to the National Conference meeting that was held in Aba-town hall on February 13,
2014. I am glad to inform you that not only was our position paper discussed in that meeting, but
I have been informed by the chairman of Abia South zone national conference, Elder Paul
Ananaba (SAN) that our position was well received and truly addresses the needs of our people.
NNAUSA is a family. Everyone will not agree on all issues and everyone will not disagree on all
issues. The only time this is dangerous is when names get called and insults hipped on
individuals who truly sacrifice their time and wealth in order to secure what has been a
longstanding need of our community. Our individual and collective efforts should be
complimented. This is the strategy that is being advocated by every stakeholder at home. Chief
Theo Nkire, Elder Emma Adaelu, all our senators, Government representatives, all our
traditional rulers, all our local government chairmen, etc. Ndikanyi, it is true that we are in
America and that we are educated, but our people at home are not stupid. And I will like for us to
always remember that no one loves Ala Ngwa more than the other. Your approach might be
different but no one is more passionate or more important than the other. Ngwa is one;
NNAUSA is one. What unites us is more than anything you and I can control.

We have also upgraded our website. I encourage all of us to visit the site and appreciate the
improvement and also take advantage of it in information sharing. NNAUSA also, through the
SDA committee provided ten tricycles to Ngwa needy disabled brothers and sisters last year
following our silvered jubilee celebration.

NGWA UNITY COMPLEX
At the moment we have realized by way of pledges and donation the sum of $38,400.00,
2,700.000.00 Naira, 300 bags of cement and one trailer load of cement. NNAUSA executives
wish to thank all of those who have pledged, will pledge and or have redeemed their pledges.
Ngwa unity complex is a progressive agenda and for most of us Abangwa without Ngwa Unity
Complex is like, for American kid’s Christmas without Santa Claus. The executive is finalizing
implementation, regulation and process committee for your approval. I call on the progressive
minded among us to continue to support this effort. You cannot claim to love your community
without sincerely or morally supporting a progressive agenda for your community. Just like we
cannot truly say that we know and love God Almighty without worshiping him. I know that
times are hard but together and with faith in God we can do this for our people.

I was told a story of one man who worked in a company for more than 30 years, he helped build
the company in and out, hired and trained so many of its employees who rose to the ranks of
supervisors, managers and directors. One day he came to work and he was told he was fired. He
did not cry or start questioning and asking why me but instead he went home and with faith in
God he called on a few of his friends and they contributed money and started building another

company and that company today is called Home Depot . It is in almost every American city and
is considered to be one of the biggest companies in the world today.

Ndingwa, can we come together in faith and contribute no matter how small to build our own
Home Depot and call it Ngwa Unity Complex. Like Home Depot it will be the biggest in Aba
and in Abia State. For those who are contemplating on how much to pledge and how to redeem
their pledges let me tell you another story. A generous man once decided to donate $500.00 to a
church building project; he sent his first $62.50 with a note that said more to come. 3 months
later he sent another $62.50 with a note that said more to follow and he continued in this manner
till 2 years when he wrote his final check with a note that said here is your final check. I thank
God that I can now say that I am one of the builders of this church. Ndikanyi, I urge you to do
whatever you need to do so that at the end you can equally say thank God “I am one of the
builders of the Ngwa Unity Complex”. We must do this for the sake of posterity and knowing
that according to Martin Luther King Jr. “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about
things that matter to us”.

CONCLUSION
First I want to again use this opportunity to publicly thank my fellow executive members whom I
have the pleasure of working with. I also wish to emphasize and make abundantly clear that
whatever progress this administration has made was made together and no one person including
myself can take credit alone. I also wish to assure this council that despite it’s challenges, the
NNAUSA executive is working together, strong, united and resolved to pursue progressive
agenda for NNAUSA, and you my beloved council members, although life and activities keep us

busy and sometimes it seems like we are against each other but there’s still nothing more
important for me at this time than to remind you again of how much you are loved and
appreciated for your membership and for your positive contributions. Thank you very much and
may God bless us today and always.
In your service
Boniface President/CEO Ngwa National Association USA Inc.

